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Abstract of Project 
 
The Issues, The Process, The Parties: A Political Guide For Educated Dummies 
 
This project was about the creation of a simplified guide booklet, which 
introduces the fundamental basics of the American Political System. The content of the 
book was developed based on the issues, process and parties that make up a United States 
election. 
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Section One: Background to the Project 
  
Purpose 
   
I love politics; I love every single thing about it. From the issues, to the platforms, to 
even the unimportant political gossip, I am completely engulfed with this topic. However, my 
friends are not. The majority of them do not have a clue as to how to even attain an absentee 
ballot, which is surprising since many are college educated.  Through everyday conversations, I 
also realized that they based a lot of their information on comedic television, and celebrity 
endorsements.  
I wanted to come up with a way to make politics fun; an easy guide to learning about 
what you need to know about the subject of politics.  My overall purpose for this project was to 
have readers feel comfortable when the topic of politics arises in a conversation. I really wanted 
to create a product that would assist as a guide, but not overindulge too deeply into topic to bore 
the reader. Simplicity was my main goal in creating. I did not want readers to become confused 
with the information that they were reading. Instead readers should walk away with an 
understanding and excitement of learning something new.  
My other reason for doing this project is that my mother is highly involved in politics and 
has run for the Assembly Seat for New York State.  I was so proud of her, despite her loss, and 
consider her to be a great influence as to why I chose to do this project subject.  
 
Description  
  
            My project is a booklet that contains basic information that every voter should know 
when picking a candidate. It pertains to three subjects involved in the electoral process of a 
candidate. The most dominant of the three is the “Issues” section which is based on the relevant 
issues of America for the election year 2008.  The booklet also describes what these issues are 
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and will provide a very clear understanding of each one.  These issues include categories and sub 
categories. 
• International Issues including; foreign policy, homeland security, war & peace,  
  free trade, immigration, energy & oil;  
• Domestic Issues including; gun control, crime, drugs, civil rights, jobs and    
       environment;   
• Economic Issues including; budget, economy, government reform, taxes, social 
      security, welfare and technology; 
• Social Issues including; education, healthcare, abortion, families, corporations. 
Along with the issues listed above, this section also offers different viewpoints on the 
issues from past Presidential candidates. To help the reader understand some of the issues, there 
are questions incorporated with the specific issue so the reader can help form their own views.  
For this section, the readers will be able to determine, as a personal finding, what issues 
they are most passionate about. They are also advised to write down those findings. At the end of 
the “Issues” section, the reader should be able to move onto the “Parties” section to match up 
their personal findings with the appropriate political party.   
The second section of the booklet, the “Parties”, is a listing of every political party to date 
and an explanation of their platforms. This section is divided into “Past Parties” that have ran a 
Presidential candidate and “Current Parties” for the 2008 election.   
The “Past Parties” section explains why the political party was formed, the year that is 
was created and any major accomplishments that they may have accomplished. The decline of 
the party is also mentioned for the parties that are not around today.  
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The “Current Parties” section includes where to find additional information if you have 
found a party that has matched your personal findings from the “Issues” section. This section 
also includes the purpose of the party and the year it was founded.  
The third section of the booklet, the “Process”, provides information about the actual 
electoral process. You will find information on how the President is picked with an explanation 
of how the Electoral College works with an insight into how primaries and caucuses are 
conducted. This information is made to be very light hearted and somewhat comical so the 
reader’s interest will be kept.  
The “Process” section also includes a list of every United States president that we have 
had. This information is accompanied by the vice president, number of terms the president 
served, and the political party that they represented in office. The oath that is stated to sworn in 
the next president of the United States is located at the very end of this section. 
 
Rationale for Selection 
            The overall idea of my project was based on information that I received after doing a 
research paper for a Political Science class. I found that my peers (young voters) were 
uninformed when it came to acquiring and knowing about political information, This is 
information that they will need to know throughout their lives, so in rationalizing for this project, 
I wanted a way to make the information attainable. I decided on making a booklet; which I felt 
should have the characteristics of being fun, informative, and understandable for the everyday 
reader.  
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The literature that I had come across helped shape the topics that I wanted to discuss 
throughout the booklet. I narrowed down the three broad topics that I felt needed to be discussed 
and added additional useful information found from other sources.  
 
What This Project Adds Creatively to Myself and Others 
  
Creative Problem Solving (CPS) guided me throughout this whole process. While 
deciphering the actual product that was going to be created, I spent a lot of time focusing on 
divergent thinking. My class helped with this process by using the tool brainstorming with post-
its. I had a lot of good ideas but really could not settle on just one. Needless to say, the class also 
stepped in and helped me converge on an idea that I was completely excited about developing.  
The creative aspect of this project was the most significant for me. It is easy to spew out 
information, but to make it interesting and reader friendly required a lot of creative and critical 
thinking.  This project confirmed for me that with creativity and the use of divergent thinking, 
great ideas can be developed.  However, in order to fully develop those ideas, convergent 
thinking is also essential for success.  
This project will improve the quality of people’s lives by teaching them important 
information about an everyday topic- politics. This booklet is an easy resource to fall back on for 
any election season, not just the Presidential election. Reading just the side comments inside the 
booklet will make the reader more knowledgeable on the subject matter. Most importantly, it will 
add a little bit of reassurance to the reader if a real life conversation arises about politics at work, 
school, or in their everyday life. 
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Section 2: Pertinent Literature 
 
Introduction 
  
 The following literature has guided me extensively throughout the process of creating my 
master’s project.  These books have enriched the information that was included in my project and 
added quality to the project itself. The three books from the “Parties” section helped form the 
guiding process for each of the three sections. 
“Issues” Section 
Issues - Election Center 2008 - CNN.com. (n.d.). Retrieved October 10, 2008, from 
http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/issues/. 
Political Leaders' views on the Issues. (n.d.). Retrieved October 10, 2008, from 
http://www.ontheissues.org/Issues 
On the Issues: Taxing and Spending - Election Guide 2008 - The New York Times. (10/27/2008). 
Retrieved October 28, 2008, from http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/president/issues/taxes.html. 
These three websites helped with the “Issues” section of the booklet. I used Internet 
resources because they provided more current information (because of the 2008 election), then 
the information I found in books. I did not want just one source for this section since all three 
sites are so extensive. I found the reoccurring themes for the 2008 election and decided on taking 
the issues that were based in all three of the sites to provide the guide of the “Issues” section. 
The literature that was read for the “Parties” section helped provide a more extensive 
base of knowledge for the “Issues” section. The political parties of the past were all formed 
based on political issues that were bothering a specific group of people. This led a path towards 
the understanding of where the political issues we have today stem from.  
“Parties” Section 
CQ Press. (2001). Political parties in America. Washington DC: Congressional Quarterly.   
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 The “Parties” section of my project revolved around this piece of literature. It provided a 
detailed list of every political party that was formed in United States History.  This book 
included a history of how every political party was established, along with the years in which 
they began and ended. In the back of the book a list of every President and Vice President the 
United States has had was provided, along with their party affiliation age and state in which they 
resided. In addition it had an in depth look at every election up until 1996. This book also 
incorporated the name of all the parties that had nominated a President and Vice President along 
with a list of the names who ran under them.  
"
Milkis, S. (1993). The President and the Parties: The Transformation of the American Party System since 
the New Deal. New York: Oxford University Press, USA. 
" This book gave a more extensive insight into the two major parties and how they have 
evolved from President Roosevelt (New Deal Era). This book dove straight into the “politics” 
behind both parties. It was a great read for understanding as to where our two main parties have 
come since this time.  Reading this information also gave insight as to the issues that were 
around, and how they are still visible with us today.  
Jewell, M., & Olson, D. (1978). American state political parties and elections (The Dorsey series in 
political science). Chicago: Dorsey Press. 
 This source gave a widespread outlook into the Republican and Democratic Parties. The authors 
explained how these two parties nominated their candidates but focused for the majority of the book on 
state party affiliations. This source was written quite some time ago, and was used mainly for a quick 
look into the understanding of local government parties.  
“Process” Section 
 
DiClerico, R. E. (2000). Political parties, campaigns, and elections. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. 
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 This book helped me along with the “Process” section of my project. It provided me with 
very valuable information about caucuses and primary voting. What was also interesting about 
this book was that it had an extensive review of each different aspect of a primary. It also 
included a review of the financing and party compliance that is used to provide for the 
candidates. This book led the foundation for this particular section of my booklet.  
 
Curry, T. (10/14/2008). Election Day worry: 'Does my vote count?' - Decision '08. Retrieved 
 
October 16, 2008, from http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/27074741 
 
 This website focused more on the understanding of the Electoral College. It aided as a 
resource for the “Process” section as well. It was an article that answered every day voter’s 
questions like if ‘your’ vote counts, and why it is necessary to vote. This laid down a strong 
foundation for the understanding of the section.  
 
McCaffrey, P. (2004).  The United States election system.  New York: H.W. Wilson Company. 
Before beginning this project, I found that this book was very useful in grasping all 
aspects of what this booklet will be based upon. For me, it was a “warm-up” book, which 
allowed me to explore the various parts for this projects core elements. The history of the voting 
process that this literature explored opened my mind for some information that I may have 
wanted to put in the other sections. Most of the information was a good reminder as to what was 
previously learned in my own past. I felt this became a more useful guide to understanding the 
information better, if this project were to be replicated.  
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Section 3: Process Plan 
Introduction 
 For this project, it was imperative to get background information of the topic before I 
begin diving into the specific issues. This helped me to generalize the different areas that I 
specifically wanted to work with.  I would suggest that literature would be a better foundation to 
start with, then researching the information on the internet. Although, you will get the most 
recent of the information surfing the web, I have found that the most accurate is in the books.  
 After acquiring the specific information that I wanted to work with, I decided to start with 
the “Parties” section. I began here because I felt a more in-depth lesson of the history of politics 
was needed as the basis of the booklet. When learning about the parties, a link between the issues 
and the president elect helped to provide an understanding of what people were clearly thinking 
during that time. By doing this section first, it helped provide a path with an aim of giving me 
more of a basic understanding as to what the other two sections would entail.  
After writing and listing the vast majority of political parties this country has had, the 
“Issues” section was the next part I decided to work on. There was no specific reasoning behind 
this, except for the fact that I felt I should understand the specific issues going on before my vote 
is casted.  All of the issues discussed were current for the 2008 election. The majority of this 
information was taken from on-line resources, so it was up to date. However, many of the issues 
have been around and an on-going debate for many of the past Presidency’s as well.  
The last section that was written was the “Process” section. This was to make sure that all 
of the prominent information was covered before a vote would be established. The books that 
were listed above under the “Process” section were the sources for the main information of this 
section. I also have copies of registration voter cards, as well as what an absentee ballot actually 
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looks like. They are all attached at the end of the booklet for actual visualization for knowledge 
as to what they will look like when received.  
I saved the funny quotes and facts for the last part of this project. I felt that it must be 
written out this way so everything would flow together. I considered it a good idea to have a 
funny quote or fact before each issue that was discussed for the “issues” section. This was in 
order for each topic to be more understandable. I also took a number of quotes from past 
presidents to add authenticity and life to the subject matter as well. 
When it came time to assemble the booklet, I formatted the sections differently than the 
way I wrote them. I felt that the “Issues” section should be first. I wanted the reader to write 
down what they felt passionate about while reading the section. Having the reader interact with 
the booklet added a sense of ownership for this subject.  After that was accomplished they were 
to move onto the “Parties” section. I wanted the readers’ personal findings to compare to a 
specific party, whether it a major or third party. I felt it was essential for the reader to see that 
there are many options than just the major two parties that could fit their certain style of thinking. 
The final section added in was the “Process” section. After the readers’ established their issues 
and political party preference, voting would be the next step. Understanding the voting process 
including primaries and the Electoral College complete this booklet. This was the final format 
followed for the booklet. 
Timeline (Estimated) 
August 
 18
th
         Think of topic……………………………………………………...1 hour 
 20
th
        Brainstorm…………………………………………………………1 hour 
 25
th
        Diverge on topic ideas …………………………………………….3 hours 
 26
th
     Final Topic Decided……………………………………………… 3 hours 
 
September  
 2
nd
     Work on Concept Paper………………………………………… 3 hours 
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          4
th
        Research for Concept Paper……………………………………. 2 hours 
 6
th
          Finish writing Concept Paper……………………………………2 hours 
            10
th
       Fix Correction on Concept Paper………………………………. 2 hours 
 18
th
      Collecting Data on Process Topic……………………………… 3 hours 
 21
nd
       Researching other Projects and Info…………………………… 5 hours 
 24
th
       Formatting the Project ………………………………………… 3 hours 
 28
th
          Finding info on the Issues……………………………………… 5 hours 
 30
th
       Finding info on the Parties………………………………………5 hours 
 
October 
 3
rd
 Constructing “Parties”………………………………………………5 hours 
 5
th
  Combining the “Parties” Info……………………………………….4 hours 
 9
th
  Writing “Parties” Section…………………………………………...5 hours 
 10
th
  Continuing “Parties”………………………………………………...5 hours 
 14
th
  Starting Section 1 of paper…………………………………………..2 hours 
 16
th
  Finding funny quotes………………………………………………...3 hours 
 20
th
  Current Bibliography………………………………………………...3 hours 
 22
nd
  Sec 1,2 &3 …………………………………………………………..5 hours 
 23
rd
  Sec 1,2,& 3…………………………………………………………..4 hours 
 25
th
  Finishing “Parties” Section…………………………………………..5 hours 
 28
th
  Finalizing Sections 1,2 & 3………………………………………….3 hours 
 29
th
  Constructing “Issues” section………………………………………..5 hours 
  
 
November 
 2
nd
  Categorizing “Issues” Section……………………………………….. 3 hours 
 4
th
  Finishing “Issues” Section……………………………………………4 hours 
 8
th
  Finding Quotes for “Issues” Section………………………………….2 hours 
 12
th
  Organizing “Process” Section…………………………………………3 hours          
14
th 
Finishing “Process” Section…………………………………………...4 hours 
 15
th
      Developing add in comments ALL ………………………………8hours (2days) 
 18
th
 Finishing Sections 4.5.6……………………………………………… 4 hours 
 24
th
  Fixing All Sections…………………………………………………8 hours (2days) 
 26
th
  Binding /Fixing Product……………………………………………… 4 hours 
 28
th
  Final Revisions……………………………………………………….. 5 hours  
  Loose Ends……………………………………………………………..10 hours 
Total Amount of Time………………………………………………….142 hours 
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Section 4: Outcomes 
Introduction 
The final product that has been derived from this semester of work is a fifty-three- page 
political guide booklet. The issues, the parties, the process: A political guide for educated 
dummies is the complete title for this work. It will be directed towards students, adults, teachers, 
and any other person that feels the need to get more of an understanding on the subject matter of 
politics.  
 
The Final Product 
The cover of my booklet stems from a picture that was taken over the summer while I 
was living at home in Staten Island, N.Y.  I decided to incorporate a picture of the city skyline as 
the cover for this booklet. I felt this to be a very appropriate theme to set for the potential reader. 
The basis for many political parties and voting issues has stemmed from New York State. The 
voter information included in the booklet also pertains to New York State residents. Below is the 
front cover picture for the booklet.   
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 When the reader opens the booklet, they will find a table of contents. There is also 
another table of contents for each of the three sections of the booklet. Each section starts with “In 
this section” and has a bullet list of the information the various sections will entail.  Below is a 
smaller version of the three sections.   
Example 1                 
    The Issues 
In this section: 
•  2008 Presidential Issues 
•  Questions to think about when siding with an issue 
•  Different views of past presidential candidates  
 
Read the information below each issue, and see which 
specific topics you feel most passionate about and 
write them down.  At the end of this section you 
should be able to find a Presidential candidate that 
relates the most with Y O U ! ! !  
 
Example 2     T h e  P a r t i e s !
I n  T h i s  S e c t i o n : !
• P a s t  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  r a n  a  P r e s i d e n t !
• C u r r e n t  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s  o f  2 0 0 8 !
• A l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  y e a r  t h e i r  p u r p o s e  a n d  w h e r e  t o  g e t  m o r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n !
"
 
Example 3     The Process 
In this section: 
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• Primaries 
• Caucuses 
•  Electoral College 
• Past Presidents 
        "
In order to keep the readers’ attention, I incorporated  four different kinds of ‘attention 
getters’. These ‘attention getters’ included “Quick Quips”, 
“Betcha Didn’t Know”, “Fact or Fiction” 
and “Two Cents”.  Below are examples of 
all four.  
 “Quick Quips” consisted of quotes 
from politicians and comedians.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Betcha Didn’t Know” incorporated interesting 
facts that people would most likely not know. 
 
 
“Quick Quip” 
“Earlier this week the 
Senate voted 97-to-0 
for tougher 
regulations. For 
example, when 
corporations buy a 
senator, they must 
now get a receipt." — 
Jay Leno 
!!!!!!!!!! 
Betcha Didn’t Know 
 
January 20th became the 
new inauguration day 
because they felt there 
was too much time in 
between the Election and 
when the President takes 
offices.  
!
!!!!!!!!!! 
"
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“Fact or Fiction” was statements based on 
information that I thought people should know but had never learned or forgotten.   
 
 
 
 
 
“Two Cents” was a section that I decided to include so my own opinion could be incorporated 
into the booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 The final product was spiral bound and printed, on an off white color, of card stock. The 
booklet has the theme colors of red white/grey and blue to incorporate the colors of the United 
States of America. For more product samples, see Appendix B. 
 
Fact or Fiction? 
Social Security cards 
were first issued in 
1936.     
FACT! They were first 
issued in November of 
1936. Over 420 million 
numbers have been 
issued 
T w o  C e n t s : !Healthcare companies and 
hospitals receive more money when people are sick. 
It would be interesting to see what would happen if 
the government gave incentives to hospitals that 
kept their patients well and punished them when 
unnecessary hospital stay and tests are being 
wrongly given.!
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Section 5: Key Learning’s 
Introduction 
 
 Creativity and politics have more in common than one would suspect. When a subject as 
dry as politics is being explored, creativity is the escape route to take in order for it to have quite 
the opposite effect. I looked mainly for the essence of each issue. The three sections threw out 
new pieces of information that either I never learned or had forgotten about. What I incorporated 
are the simple things that we should know as voters and Americans, but are simply forgotten and 
tossed aside. Below is a summation of the key learning’s that I have established from creating 
this project.  
Content- Creative 
 My creative inspiration began with a quote from Franklin Delano Roosevelt. “The 
country needs and, unless I mistake its temper, the country demands bold, persistent 
experimentation. It is common sense to take a method and try it; if it fails, admit it frankly and 
try another. But above all, try something” (as cited in http://www.motivational-inspirational-
corner.com/getquote.html?startrow=21&categoryid=177, 2002).  
Before I even began my project, I knew I needed some type of motivation. In staying 
with the theme of politics, I looked up inspirational quotes from past Presidents. The above quote 
has been my back bone throughout the whole creation of this booklet. At times when creating 
this booklet, I became frustrated at the amount of information I had, and the lack of a creative 
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approach it took. This quote reassured me to just keep trying, it will get where I want it to go 
eventually 
 My overall product has followed the Torrance Incubation Model (TIM) (Torrance, 1979). 
The three stages the model attests to have been incorporated in this booklet. The cover and title 
of the booklet act as the first stage for the TIM model. The picture of New York City and the title 
“A political guide for educated dummies” heightens the readers’ anticipation for what they will 
possibly be reading in this booklet.  
The first part of the booklet the “Issues” deepens the readers’ expectation, which is 
Torrance’s second step. At the bottom of the table of contents, the booklet asks the reader to 
write down the issues that he or she feels the most passionate about. The result will include a 
possible presidential candidate that will pertain to the issues picked. At this point, the 
anticipation is held for the reader to see who their potential candidate will be.  
The third step of the TIM model is to extend the learning. The “Parties” section allows 
the reader to take their personal findings and relate them to a current political party. When that 
party is found there is a section where you can attain more information on your own about that 
specific group. The TIM model also has a set of skills associated with the three steps that should 
be incorporated. The following three skill sets have been incorporated in this booklet. 
The information in this booklet was light and simplistic. These characteristics fall under 
the skill of “Elaborate but Not Excessively” (Torrance, 1979). The reader was not overwhelmed 
with information. The attention getters placed throughout the booklet added the elaboration of a 
specific subject needed, but not to the extent of overhauling too much information.  
When it comes time for the reader to find a party that fits their interests, the reader must 
“Be Original” (Torrance, 1979).  This second skill set will potentially keep the reader looking at 
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third parties instead of just the original two parties most people will flock too. The reader may 
vote the same way, but for the time being, they are slowly moving away from the obvious 
choice.  
The final skill set has to do with the structure of the booklet. “Visualize it Rich and 
Colorfully” (Torrance, 1979) pertains to the color and font use, the booklet incorporates. These 
colors and styles will catch the readers’ eye and make them interested in reading the information 
on the paper.  
  
Content-Key Learning’s 
 I found myself becoming intrigued with the large amount of information that I felt I had 
acquired in such a short period of time. While gathering information I was caught by surprise by 
the amount of simplistic governmental facts that I did not know.  
 While creating the “Process” section of my booklet, I had found it interesting to know 
that the President is not really elected until the actual electors who are chosen, do so. What is 
even more interesting is that there is no Constitutional law stating that the chosen electors have 
to vote the same way of the state’s popular vote. This process is done on the first Monday after 
the second Wednesday in December (Longley, R. 2007).""
" The “Parties” Section revealed how much both of our two main parties have changed 
throughout time. The Republicans are portrayed now as being somewhat conservative but were 
quite the contrary when they first began. President Lincoln was seen as a threat by Southern 
Democrats because he wanted to do away with slavery altogether. This had caused a big divide 
in the Democratic Party since “pro-slavery” was a main belief that the party had been founded 
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on.  (Congressional Quarterly, 2001) This has since changed, but the Democratic Party had split 
and evolved many times, compared to the Republican Party.  
 
Process 
I have finally realized while creating this booklet that my preference is for implementing.  
After taking the Foursight measure and receiving my results, I did not consider myself an 
implementer, until I began my creative journey with this project. I found myself disregarding my 
original plan. I began implementing different ideas that I thought were better, to later find out 
that they were not. Instead of fixing mistakes, I could have been working and improving other 
sections.  
When it came to implementing ideas, I feel the “Parties” section received the most harm. 
I had decided to list all of the past political parties that had nominated a presidential candidate as 
well as a current list of 2008 political parties. This is an example of how I ran with an idea when 
I should not have. Since I did this section first, I decided to go in depth with it.  Upon 
completion, the section lacked attention getters. I felt that the other two sections should be 
completed first since much time was spent on the information gathering.  The “Parties” section 
would have had more attention getters if all of the parties were not written about. 
Although the “Parties” section was hurt by my implementer preference, the rest of the 
project had then made more sense while researching.  In doing this section first, I found it to lay 
the foundation for the rest of the booklet.  In this instance, my preference both helped and 
hindered the booklet.  
Throughout this process, I learned that my state of mind needed to be changed. I should 
have taken more time to clarify exactly what I wanted to do instead of just doing it. Overall, I 
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would have spent less time making mistakes and more time on the minor details of the final 
booklet. 
The creative aspect of this booklet was the most important and difficult process for me. I 
would come up with one idea and fly with it, until I realized it would not work out the way I 
wanted it to in other sections. This would than cause me to start over. The booklet for the most 
part turned out as expected, but the process was draining.  I could not differentiate which were 
more important, attention getters or more information. Essentially they are both the same; 
however, the attention getters were more complex to construct in a document. The little sections 
which included “Two Cents”, “Betcha Didn’t Know”, “Fact or Fiction”, and “Quick Quips” 
looked so simple, but were the most difficult for me.   
Originally, I wanted to put in funny cartoons on top of all the sections. I found out after 
trying to create a few, that was not going to work. What I envisioned and what I tried to draw on 
paper came out as two different things, so I decided to get rid of that idea. The cartoons were 
something that I really would have liked to work. If I had more time, I might have learned how 
to draw or found someone willing to draw for me.  My original plan in creating the little sections, 
was to come up with the catchy titles, and then find quotes to match.  After getting engulfed in 
the material I was reading, I decided to jot down what I found interesting.  I would come up with 
the catchy titles after rereading the material I gathered.   
In the end, this whole process helped my project become a final booklet. Although it did 
not run a smoothly as I had hoped, I could not have asked for a better turnout then the booklet 
that I have created.  
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Section 6: Conclusion 
Introduction 
 My overall experience with developing my product was quite enjoyable. To be honest, I 
was quite overwhelmed with the task at hand and thought many times about changing it. I am 
however, very happy that I stayed with this topic. I proved to myself that I can make something 
that may seem “boring” to others, interesting.  
There is a lot of creative freedom that comes along with developing a product, which I 
felt helped and hindered my process.  After the completion of this project, I have come to realize 
the importance of knowing my Foursight preference. I noticed my preference was my biggest 
downfall in creating. I decided to just do, instead of incubating and figuring out all of my 
possible options. Looking back on many of my past courses, I see that is a common trend that 
sometimes hindered the quality of my work. I have been working a lot on clarifying situations 
instead of just plunging in with a solution.  
Creativity, for me, develops when I am focused and enjoying my subject. I had found my 
creative atmosphere to be interesting. Whenever I found some downtime at my job, I would 
work on little pieces of my project. Almost all of my ideas that I had developed at work were 
used. I do not have an explanation for this. My theory is that maybe I enjoyed the rush of doing 
something I was not suppose to be doing. I had so much passion for this subject that intrinsic 
%$"
"
motivation must have played a factor. This motivation made my product that much more fun to 
create. 
Next Steps 
 What I see myself doing now is taking a break from the topic itself. The hype of the 2008 
election bored me with my topic towards the end. When my interest returns, I may have my older 
sister draw some cartoons for it, like I originally had planned. I feel that illustrations are the one 
minor detail that is missing from my product. I may eventually try to get the booklet published as 
well.  
" For the most part, this project could be added onto extensively. It could be a useful source 
for a high school or middle school American history class. My mother, who is a social studies 
teacher, found the booklet useful for a first year history teacher. It would be used as a quick 
reference guide for information. The booklet could then be incorporated with a textbook series 
for the teacher. Elaborating on the information and adding more attention getters are the two 
main areas in which this project could be added onto as well. For a long-term goal, the booklet 
could be specialized for each of the fifty states. The back of the book could hold that states voter 
registration information since it varies from state to state.  
After getting the satisfaction of creating and finishing a final product, I see myself setting 
a new goal for myself once a year.  I am going to call it my Creative Resolution, which will be 
made every September. While working on this project, I had thought about a lot of other things 
that I wanted to create. My next project will be a series of children’s books entitled The 
Neighborhood Kids. The inspiration for this idea came about when I was researching different 
ways to bind books. I had found it interesting that I could create a book and it could be sold on 
%%"
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Amazon.com. I am planning on basing the books on little adventures that I had with my 
neighbors while we were growing up.  
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J O B S / U N E M P L O Y M E N T  
 
In more recent months the crashing economy has resulted in 
many job losses throughout the country. Another problem is 
that many jobs are being outsourced for cheaper 
accommodations that other countries provide. Also, many 
issues concerning illegal immigration and cheap labor have 
currently risen.    
For this issues think about: 
 Regulations for the outsourcing of jobs  
 Minimum wage rate  
 Immigration Laws 
T A X  P O L I C Y -  F e d e r a l  T a x e s  
With the current National Debt and the plummeting economy, 
politicians need to find a way to fix this mess.  The main 
question to ask yourself here is what tax bracket do you fall 
under? Many politicians promise many various tax plans. 
Most of them tax according to the amount of money that you 
are currently making. Some will raise your taxes if you make 
a certain amount, some will lower them and some may 
promise that they will stay the same. Depending on the amount 
of money you make annually will help decipher who is the 
right candidate for you.   
  
   
 
  
 
State Taxes – When electing you local politicians 
make sure you are aware of their tax plans as 
well since they control what you pay for your 
state taxes. 
&$"
"
C I V I L  R I G H T S   
What should your rights be? Affirmative Action  
and Equal Opportunity have been issues that our  
country has been trying to improve on for years.  
Over the past few decades and especially the  
2008 Presidential election the issue of LGBT rights 
has surpassed the above two. Although all are  
somewhat related, below is an explanation of a 
new 
type of Civil Right many Americans are fighting 
for. 
  
The Parties 
Current Polit ical Parties 
As of the 2008 Presidential 
Election 
 
THE 2 MAJOR PARTIES 
 
When Franklin D. Roosevelt became President he 
completely reformed the Democratic Party 
with his policies from the New Deal. The party 
was united again after the split from the Civil 
War and the Democratic Party has been 
somewhat united on issues since then.   
 
Democratic Party 
 Year: 1828- current 
 Purpose: In the 2008 election the party 
stood for: 
• Universal Healthcare 
• Securing the nation while 
protecting civil rights 
• Honest Government 
• Immigration 
• Energy independence 
• Secure retirement 
 For more information: 
www.democrats.org 
 
 
Republican Party 
 Year: 1854- Current 
Betcha Didn’t 
Know! 
In 2004 
Massachusetts was 
the first state to 
legalize same sex 
marriages. 
!!!!!!!!!! 
Betcha Didn’t Know 
The Donkey (symbol 
for the Democratic 
Party) was formed by 
Andrew Jackson. His 
enemies felt that he 
was a “jackass” for 
his views so Jackson 
used the Donkey as a 
symbol for his 
campaign posters. 
!!!!!!!!!! 
"
!!!!!!!!!! 
Fact Or 
 Fiction? 
    The GOP stands 
for     “Grand Old 
Party”. 
  Fiction: The GOP   
originally stood 
for “Gallant Old 
Party”. 
!!!!!!!!!! 
"
&%"
"
 Purpose: In the 2008 Election the party stood for: 
• A secure government 
• Reform for Healthcare 
• Protecting Values 
• Environment Protection 
• Education means a more competitive  
        America 
 For more information: www.gop.com  
  
 
The Process 
P r e s i d e n t i a l       P r i m a r i e s   
 
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  Ru n  f o r  P r e s i d e n t   
Information can be found in the Constitution of the United States, Article II, Section 1, 
Clause 5 
 
E l i g i b i l i t y   
To run for President of the United States you MUST be a 
natural born citizen, or a United States Citizen. These Citizens 
must be at least 35 years of age and have resided in the United 
States for at least 14 years.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
T H E  P R I MA RY     J a n u a r y -  J u n e  
 
A primary consists of more than one person from the SAME 
party running for the SAME political position.  A primary can 
happen when running for any elected position, discussed here 
will be the Presidential Primary.  
The year before a Presidential election, there is quite a bit of 
mystery floating around as to who will be the top contenders 
for the next President-elect.  
F a c t  o r  F i c t i o n  
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Closed Primaries  In order to vote in a closed primary 
you must be a registered voter of a specific party. If   
the party you are registered under is running more 
than one candidate.  !
 
For Example : If you are registered 
under the Democratic Party you 
may vote only for a candidate 
running in the Democratic 
Party. 
!"#$()*+#&& 
United States 
Presidents 
C a l v i n  C o o l i d g e  
 Served 2 Presidential 
Terms 
 August 2
nd
, 1923- March 4
th
 
1929 
Took office after death of 
Warren G. Harding 
Vice President –Second term Charles Dawes 
 
H e r b e r t  H o o v e r  
 Served 1 Presidential Term 
 March 4
th
 1929- March 4
th
 1933 
 Took office as a 
member of the 
Republican Party 
 Vice President 
Charles Curtis 
 
F r a n k l i n  D .  
R o o s e v e l t  
Quick Quip 
 
“The country needs 
and, unless I mistake 
its temper, the 
country demands 
bold, persistent 
experimentation. It is 
common sense to take 
a method and try it; 
if it fails, admit it 
frankly and try 
another. But above 
all, try something” 
-FDR 
Betcha Didn’t 
Know  
  
For the 2008 Presidential 
election there were 10 
Republican candidates and 
8 Democratic candidates to 
choose from. 
&'"
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 Served 4 PresidentialTerms 
 March 4
th
, 1933- April 12
th
 1945 
Took office as a member of the Democratic Party 
Vice President John Garner (1
st
) Henry Wallace 
(2
nd
) Harry Truman (3
rd
) 
 
H a r r y  S .  T r u m a n  
  Served 2 Presidential Terms 
April 12
th
 1945- January 20
th
 1953 
 Took office after the Death of FDR 
 Vice President- Second term Alben Barkley 
 
D w i g h t  D .  E i s e n h o w e r  
 Served 2 Presidential Terms 
 January 20
th
 1953- January 20
th
 1961 
Took office as a member of the Republican Party 
 Vice President Richard Nixon 
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title) in the CBIR online database or other online 
resource. 
 
  
!!!!!!!!!
! 
Betcha Didn’t 
Know 
 
January 20th 
became the 
new 
inauguration 
day because 
they felt there 
was too much 
time in 
between the 
Election and 
when the 
President 
takes offices.  
&("
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